which the cholera microbe may be isolated in a pure culture with facility.
Soon after the publication of this paper, Metschnikoff, Sanarelli, and others, published accounts of the finding in water, at places where no cholera existed at the time, of microbes practically undistinguishable from that of cholera. Large numbers of persons using this water were in perfect health ; these microbes therefore were completely harmless. These discoveries threw no doubt on the authenticity of the cholera microbe as the cause of cholera ; but they threw great doubts on the tests for the cholera microbe described by Koch. The discoverers came to the conclusion that there existed in nature a number of harmless microbes that could not be distinguished from that of cholera by any known test ; and that therefore it was impossible to say whether a specimen of water contained the microbe of cholera, or whether it merely contained a harmless microbe that has a similarity to it. It was, however, also suggested that these cholera-resembling microbes were in reality the true cholera microbe, but in a state of degeneration. So far as I know no proof has hitherto been given of the truth of this suggestion. I propose in this paper to 
